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It was my honor to serve as the Executive Editor of the SEVENTH CIRCUIT REVIEW: Honors 
Seminar, during the Fall 2020 semester at Chicago-Kent College of Law. The SEVENTH 
CIRCUIT REVIEW is an online journal written and edited by students from Chicago-Kent 
College of law. The purpose of this honors seminar is to keep the legal community informed 
about the new developments and trends within the Seventh Circuit. The COVID -19 pandemic 
has presented an unprecedented crisis for not only our nation, but the world as a whole.  While it 
may be difficult to see a silver lining as all of the pillars of our society are being shaken to the 
core, bright lights were able to emerge amidst the chaos, continuously exemplifying the impact 
of influential leadership. When I think of leaders, I think of influencers who continue to inspire 
progress during challenging times. Professor Hal Morris, the founder of SEVENTH CIRCUIT 
REVIEW, is befitting of this definition. The high scholastic integrity of the SEVENTH 
CIRCUIT REVIEW could not be possible without his leadership. Despite the challenges of 
virtual academia prevalent today, Professor Morris made the SEVENTH CIRCUIT REVIEW an 
unforgettable experience. He broke the barriers of distant learning by using complex 
hypotheticals, comedic anecdotes, and in-depth analyses of the law to enhance his class 
discussions and spark intellectual growth.  
 
As I continue to think about leaders, a special group of colleagues also come to mind. The 
articles published within this issue of the SEVENTH CIRCUIT REVIEW are written and edited 
by a group of talented Chicago-Kent students who are enrolled in the SEVENTH CIRCUIT 
REVIEW. During the course of the semester, students were involved in an in-depth investigation 
of the current term opinions and its impact on contemporary jurisprudence from the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit. Throughout the past few months, I have had the 
honor of collaborating with Mary Goers, Natalie Holman, and Roberto Martinez. These daring 
souls took on a publication in the midst of a pandemic with nothing but grace. They dedicated 
themselves to understanding the patterns of the Seventh Circuit. This group of student leaders 
pushed through rigorous legal research, tedious revisions, and endless edits, in order to procure 
three distinct analyses of seventh circuit trends in the realm of Constitutional Law, Criminal 
Procedure Law, and Employment Law. Relating to the sentiments of my predecessor, Eva 
Dickey, former Executive Editor, the hard work and dedication of these students embodies the 
charisma of the legal profession.  
  
It was a privilege to serve as Executive Editor for the SEVENTH CIRCUIT REVIEW.  I want to 
personally thank Professor Morris, Mary, Natalie, and Roberto for their inspiration and 
dedication through every step of this journey. It was a pleasure to work alongside them and to 
witness their transformational leadership through unprecedented times.  The resilience exuded 
together while navigating this unparalleled era will transcend into our legal careers, inspiring us 
to become pillars in our legal community. 
 
Very Respectfully,  
 
Melissa Bulshteyn,  
Executive Editor, SEVENTH CIRCUIT REVIEW.  
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